Did You Know

Part two
By Stan Price

Did you know what Globe Aircraft was doing 70 years ago? The following article
was taken from a November 1944 Globe Beam (monthly globe plant magazine).

Since this article was written in 1944 and the GC-1A, which we fly, was certified in
December of 1945 it appears that these are pictures of the new “All Metal Swift”
prototype, which was the creation of Bud Knox? This would mean that the “new”
Swift was flying around for over a year prior to its certification and John Kennedy
was beginning to develop marketing and manufacturing plan.

This is what was going on in November of 1944 at the Globe Plant. Our Swift was
beginning to become reality.
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N LINE WITH the trend toward &

most promising future for Texas in
the aircralt industry, Joha Kennedy,
president of the Clobe Aircraft Cor-
poration of Fort Worth, Texas, has
announced that the first of the post-
war models of the new Swilt, a per.
somal plane developed for alter-the-
war flying, has more than met the
expectations of its builders in flight
besls.

The New Swilt is Clobe's nomina-
tion for an economic and efficient
entry in the light plane field when
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conditions again m:emil the produc- ..
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tion of nal

c]nbepem rechlehﬂi NURETHES -
quests for distributorships and deal.
ershipa throughout the country. and
has under consideration the award-
ing of a number of franchises,

Ancther favorable reaction

Trinded elviliana, not anly reflect
ed much interest in Globe's new

Prospective distributors and deal-
ers inquiring about the Swift are not
confined to pre-war aircraft firms
and fliers, many of the letters coming
from companies or individuals who,
prior to the war were engazed in other
lines of business but whe now view
with confidence and enthusiasm the
future of aviation.

The Mew Swift, easy to handle,

" sleck in appearance and sporting to

fly, is a two-place, low-wing mono-




B At i

=

" | -

[ -

P

s

Coming in for @
a Three-pointer g

-

Globe's Chief Test Pilot, Ted Yarﬁmngh, enjovs flying the Swift more
than any othes plaive he has flown. “Ii handles beantifully and when vou put
the tail down to come in for a landing it stays down " he said, recalling the
favorable comment repeated smooth landings had inspired.

plane, combining a number of big
plane features. including bubble-type
canopy which affords ample vision,
refractable landing gear, flaps 1o as.
sure deliberate landings, a roomy up-
holstered cabin and advanced aero-
dynamic design.

Powered by a Continental, 25
HP  engine, with autematic-type
starter and generator, the New Swifi
hat a cruising speed of 125- MPH, a
landing speed of 42 MPH., and a

cruising range of 600 miles on 26
gallons of gasoline. Maximom speed
nt sea level i= 135 MPH.

The uvltra-streamlined fuselage is
all metal and the wings are of plastic-
bonded plywood. The ship has a
wingspan of 29 feet and 2 inches and
the overall length i 20 feet and 4
inches. Height of the plane from the
ground is 0 feet 2 inches, and the

opeller ground elearance in level
light position is 14 inches.

Kennedy stated that Globe's ex:
perimental department also is at work
on other models of the Swift, includ.
iIIF il Iﬂ'I.II"PIH('E ]JIEI'IL".

“The New Swifl is designed
ed for forward-looking Ameri-
cans who enjoy personal fly-
ing now, and for the thousands
who are anticipating the bene-
fits of flying in the near future,”
Eennedy said. "It is offered to

{ Continued on Page 11}




A Personal Plane
For Postwar Flying

(Continued from Fage 9)

§ill an imperiani need for a light,
thrifty. stable oirplane that is
safe and ecsy to handle, yet
which gives you the speed.
range and performance which
make

and efficient.

“Many years of experience in air-
craft design and production, toge-
ther with much consideration for the
preferences of private plane pilots,
are combined in the design of Globe's
New Swifo"

Designed and built by 8 Texas
firm which began the manufacture of
planes before the United Stales en-
tered the war, The New Swift is sig-
mificant in that it is one of the first

swar airplanes to be announced.
New Swift, Model GC.1A, ia

the oulgrowth of Globe's pre-war
Swift Model GC-1, a light plane for
which the company had received
more more than S1000,000 in ad-
vance orders when this country be.
came involved in the world conflict.

of twin-engined trainer planes
in June, 1944, and stll is engag-
ed in sub-contracting a3 & war
plant.

But when its war assignments are
tumphttd.. Globe will launch an am-
bitious program of commercial air.
craft mnnu acluring, with attractive
models of low.cost personal planes
for many practical post-war needs
ready for production. And the price
of the New Swift will be in line with
prices of other light planes of com-
parable performance and load ca-
pacity, Kennedy said.

—_—

A rbl;p with bad eyuiﬂ'rl! Was £X=
amined by the draft board madico and
placed in 1-A.

“But my eves are terrible,” the 1-
Aer pointed out. “I can hardly ser any-
thing.”

“Look, Bub,” smid the doctor, ‘we
don't examine eyes anymore—we just
count them."

— ——

“I say, Mama," asked little Tommy,
“do fairy tales always bzgln with

ma. “They with "My
love, 1 have been deotained at the offiez
again tonight'."

CURTISS-WRIGHT REPRESENTATIVES—Posed beside Globe Abreraft's postwa
plane, The Swift, are members of the Curties-Wright staff aksigned to Globe ir
connection with the C-d8 sub-comtract for nose sssemblies. Left to right, Jame
Dobbins, inspector; Jack Hall, quality control representative: Ralph MeCeonnell
rub-mrrmemw field rrﬂfmlnﬂwr Russ Wiscomb (he's & feet 4% inches tall
semior ligizom engineer; Harry Dehlh iemer, tool engineer, ond Fronk Moryonski
fuselage represoutative. -

PLANE TALK—Three mighty gir-minded men, among many Globe visitors re
cently are shown with twe Globe officials in the experimental department wher
the first new Swift was built. Left to right, George Wilson, Chicago, aireraft pro-
ducts sales manaper for the Glidden mpuaj.r Norman N-chnrm aeFistant £
Gl,nh: mident; Tom Ashley, Dollos, monaging editer -of Southern F’thl Mapa.

Ec!p.m H. Int’im.. pubilic relations manager for Globe, and George E. Had-
dnw'.r, editor of Southern Flight,

Art W. Whitaker

Globe visitors on hand 1o 1'i.rw the Swift recently included Art W, Whitake
of Portland, Ore., and Henry Von Berg of Stockton, Cal., both of whom have

Henry ".Frun Berg

seen and sold a lot of airplanes in their day. They are hopeful of getting the
nod a5 representatives in their section for Globe's postwar plane,

ELEVE?



The planning and preparation for the manufacturing of our little airplanes was
obviously something that had been on John Kennedy’s mind throughout the war
effort. He could have decided to plan Globe’s future on larger airplanes but chose to
stay with his early thoughts. This idea was based on the thought that returning
airmen would be wanting to continue their flying and the spirited Globe Swift would
be there for their enjoyment. Unfortunately a lot of other manufactures had the
same idea and the market became saturated with light airplanes in a short period of
time.

These were some of the greatest times for general aviation manufacturing. A
tremendous number of 1946 - 1948 aircraft were built and many are still flying.
This is something we will probably never see again.

Live on little Swift. You're a jewel of the aircraft world.

Stan



